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Which is more environmentally friendly, paper or plastic? There was a time when a trip to the
supermarket in the United States often ended with a simple question from the cashier:"Paper or

plastic?"The customers knew it means "Which type of bag would you choose?"

While all types of bags have some influence on the environment, it has long been supposed that paper
bags are kinder. They are made from a renewable source, break down easily, burn without giving off thick
smoke and can be recycled. However, the producing process behind paper bags uses more energy than that

of plastic ones.

Studies show that paper bag production requires four times as much energy as plastic bag production.
And the amount of water used to make them is twenty times higher. Besides, the influence on forests is
very serious. It takes about fourteen million trees to produce ten billion paper bags, which happens to be the
number of bags used in the United States yearly. In terms of recycling, the idea that paper bags are more
environmentally friendly than plastic ones can be quickly discarded. Research shows it requires

about98%]ess energy to recycle plastic than it does paper.

Even though paper bags might be more harmful than plastic ones, plastic still seems to be considered
by governments as the more harmful of the two. In Ireland, for example, a tax has been introduced to
discourage the use of plastic bags. People have to pay 22 cents for every plastic bag, and as a result, their
use has dropped quickly. There’s no doubt that it makes more sense to reuse these bags. However, we don’t
seem to be doing that at present. That may be because they fall apart quickly. If so, cloth bags are a better
choice, but still, their production also has a bad influence on the environment. So what to do? How should
we answer the question of "Paper or plastic?"It seems that we first need to ask ourselves one more general

question: "What can I do to help the environment?"
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Paper bags have long been thought to be more environmentally friendly than plastic ones because of
the renewable advantage. But researches argue/indicate that paper bags may consume more energy. Since
more water is used to produce paper bags and huge numbers of trees are cut down to make paper bags, we

are reminded to think of more ways to protect the environment.
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(DWhile all types of bags have some influence on the environment, it has long been supposed that paper

bags are kinder.

2)They are made from a renewable source, break down easily, burn without giving off thick smoke and can

be recycled.

(3®Studies show that paper bag production requires four times as much energy as plastic bag production.

(@ The amount of water used to make them is twenty times higher.

®It takes about fourteen million trees to produce ten billion paper bags.

®It seems that we first need to ask ourselves one more general question:"What can I do to help the

environment?"
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Paper bags have long been thought to be more environmentally friendly than plastic ones because of the

renewable advantage.

Researches argue/indicate that paper bags may consume more energy.

More water is used to produce paper bags and huge numbers of trees are cut down to make paper bags.

We are reminded to think of more ways to protect the environment.
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From the health point of view, we are living in a wonderful age, immunized from birth against many
of the most dangerous diseases and freed from the once deadly illnesses thanks to modern drugs and
surgery. But though the possibility of living a long and happy life is greater, every day we witness the
unbelievable killings of men, women and children on the roads. It is a never-ending battle which man is
losing against the car. Thousands of people the world over are killed each year and we are quietly sitting

back and letting it happen.

It has been rightly said that when a man is sitting behind a steering wheel, his car becomes the
extension of his personality. There is no doubt that the car often brings out a man’s very worst qualities.
People who are normally quiet and pleasant may become unrecognizable when they are behind a wheel. All

their hidden frustrations and disappointments seem to be brought to the surface by the act of driving.

The surprising thing is that society smiles gently on the driver and seems to forgive his behavior.
Everything is done for his convenience. Cities are allowed to become almost uninhabitable (A~ E JE{E 1))
because of heavy traffic; towns are made ugly by huge car parks; the countryside is ruined by road
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networks; and the mass annual deaths becomes nothing but a number, to be conveniently forgotten.

It is high time rules were created to reduce this senseless waste of human life. Here are a few
examples of some of the things that might be done. The driving test should be standardized and made far
more difficult than it is; all vehicles should be put through strict tests for safety; present drinking and
driving laws should be made much stricter; maximum and minimum speed limits should be required on all
roads. These measures may sound strict. But surely nothing should be considered as too severe if it results

in reducing the annual loss of human life. After all, the world is for human beings, not cars.

Despite the fact that we are now living a healthy life, we should in no case ignore car accidents which
kill a shockingly large number of people annually. The reasons for the tragedies are drivers' disrespect for
human life and society’s tolerance for their selfish behavior. To try to avoid such a meaningless waste of
human life, severe measures concerning drivers, vehicles and traffic laws and rules should be taken

immediately.
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(D.From the health point of view, we are living in a wonderful age.

(2).Thousands of people the world over are killed each year and we are quietly sitting back and letting it

happen.
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(3.1t has been rightly said that when a man is sitting behind a steering wheel, his car becomes the extension

of his personality.

(@).The surprising thing is that society smiles gently on the driver and seems to forgive his behavior.

®).1t is high time rules were created to reduce this senseless waste of human life.

(6).The driving test should be standardized and made far more difficult than it is;

(@.All vehicles should be put through strict tests for safety;

(8).Present drinking and driving laws should be made much stricter;

(©).Maximum and minimum speed limits should be required on all roads.

(D Despite the fact that we are now living a healthy life, we should in no case ignore car accidents which

kill a shockingly large number of people annually.

@) The reasons for the tragedies are drivers' disrespect for human life and society’s tolerance for their

selfish behavior.

®) To try to avoid such a meaningless waste of human life, severe measures concerning drivers, vehicles

and traffic laws and rules should be taken immediately.
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vehicles and traffic laws and rules should be taken immediately.— > & 4 1 fj B A MEHE T i SC i Je — B
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